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high. One of Milton's first commissions from the Govern-
ment had been aimed at involving their opponents in the
execration with which Ormonde's peace with the Irish
Papists was regarded, and men's ears were still ringing
with his tremendous invective against the Ulster Scots
for joining hands with a man who had so stained himself
with the touch of Antichrist. It was a time when Crom-
well must have repented his patriotic resolve to com-
mand the Irish army. He well know the danger lie ran
in leaving London. He was sure his Presbyterian and
Cavalier enemies would leave no stone unturned to
damage him and his party. And here at the very outset
the weapon which Milton had been wielding with such
deadly effect was placed within their reach. The con-
nection between the Independents and the Papists once
exposed, there would be a resistless outcry such as had
greeted the Glamorgan disclosures, and the cause of in-
dividual liberty, of toleration, of independency would be
lost for ever. Whatever the cost the truth must not
transpire.

Such must have been Cromwell's thoughts as Monk was
announced. What would we not give to see that meet-
ing now, to see those two men, so alike and yet so widely
different, face to face at a moment so dramatic! Cromwell
with the fierce earnestness that carried all before it telling
his friend that no more must be said about the warrant
of his superiors, that on his own shoulders he must for
the sake of the good cause take the blame; telling him.
how he had laid his confidential letter and O'Neill's terms
before the Council, and how they had voted entire disap-
proval of the whole scheme, and had not even dared to put
it before Parliament, And then the honest soldier, hurte, and he determined' to defend Dundalk to the
